
April 22, 2021

Dear OHS Families and Students,

Given the recent NY State announcement that changed the requirements for Regents exams, the high school
has had to reconsider its typical policy of making Regents scores part of students’ final grade. In addition,
given the very difficult nature of administering exams in an equitable fashion as well as the added stress
exams would place on students after a trying year, the administration and faculty have opted to not institute
final exams for the 2020-2021 school year in most circumstances.

Instead of implementing exams, students’ fourth quarter grades will act as their final exam grade
(essentially giving the fourth quarter a 30% weight on the students’ final average). Because we are two
weeks into the final quarter, teachers have expressed a willingness to allow students a grace period to make
up missing work from these two weeks. In addition, because Regents exams are starting later this year, the
final day of instruction has been extended, giving students added time in the fourth quarter. Students will
have classes on June 15, 16, and 21. The English Regents exam will be administered on 6/17, there is no
school on 6/18, the Living Environment (Biology) Regents exam will be on 6/22,  Algebra 1 on 6/23, and
Earth Science on 6/24. There will not be classes on days when Regents exams are being held.

Students may still have culminating projects or exams during the fourth quarter, which would count toward
their fourth quarter grades. Students who need to close out their school year early for a move or other
reasons will have to take a final exam or complete a culminating project to close out their final grade.

For clarification, final grades for the year will be computed as follows:
- Quarter 1 - 20% of final grade
- Quarter 2 - 20% of final grade
- Midterm - 10% of final grade
- Quarter 3 - 20% of final grade
- Quarter 4 - 30% of final grade

(For students who are closing out early, the 4th quarter will count for 20% and the final exam will count for
10% of their final grade). Should you have any questions, please contact your child’s guidance counselor.

The past thirteen months have been especially challenging for our students and families. We are hoping that
the temporary suspension of our final exam policy will bring students added motivation in the fourth
marking period while also creating an equitable policy that allows them to end the year with stronger
grades. We thank you for your support and look forward to a positive close to the school year.

Sincerely,

Ms. Debbie M. Brand
Principal


